BAROQUE PERIOD QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
1. Q: When did the Baroque period occur?
A: Approximately 1600–1750.
2. Q: What does the term "Baroque" mean?
A: It comes from the Portuguese "barroco," meaning irregular pearl; it initially implied something overly ornate or extravagant.
3. Q: What event marks the end of the Baroque era?
A: The death of Johann Sebastian Bach in 1750.
4. Q: What major historical development influenced Baroque music?
A: The rise of absolutist monarchies and the Counter-Reformation.
5. Q: What is a defining characteristic of Baroque music?
A: Use of basso continuo and contrast in dynamics, texture, and timbre.
6. Q: Who is considered the master of the Baroque fugue?
A: Johann Sebastian Bach.
7. Q: Which composer is known for The Four Seasons?
A: Antonio Vivaldi.
8. Q: Who composed the oratorio Messiah?
A: George Frideric Handel.
9. Q: Which composer worked for the Elector of Saxony and the King of Poland?
A: Johann Sebastian Bach.
10. Q: Which French composer is known for his ballets and operas under Louis XIV?
A: Jean-Baptiste Lully.
11. Q: Which composer developed the Italian opera seria?
A: Alessandro Scarlatti.
12. Q: Who composed the opera Dido and Aeneas?
A: Henry Purcell.
13. Q: Who wrote over 500 concertos and taught at an orphanage for girls in Venice?
A: Antonio Vivaldi.
14. Q: Who was a German-born composer who became a British citizen?
A: George Frideric Handel.
15. Q: Which composer wrote The Art of Fugue?
A: Johann Sebastian Bach.
16. Q: What is basso continuo?
A: A continuous bass line typically played by a keyboard and a bass instrument.
17. Q: What texture became more prominent in the Baroque era?
A: Homophonic texture.
18. Q: What replaced the Renaissance modal system in the Baroque era?
A: Tonal harmony (major and minor scales).
19. Q: What is ornamentation in Baroque music?
A: Decorative notes such as trills and mordents used to embellish melodies.
20. Q: What is terraced dynamics?
A: Sudden changes in volume rather than gradual crescendos or decrescendos.
21. Q: What is recitative?
A: A vocal style that imitates speech, used in operas and oratorios.
22. Q: What is an aria?
A: A solo vocal piece, often with elaborate melody.
23. Q: What is a chorale?
A: A hymn tune associated with German Protestantism.
24. Q: What composer made chorale preludes for organ?
A: Johann Sebastian Bach.
25. Q: What is the main difference between opera and oratorio?
A: Opera is staged with acting; oratorio is not.
26. Q: What voice type often sang heroic male roles in Baroque opera?
A: Castrati.
27. Q: What was the function of sacred cantatas in Lutheran worship?
A: To provide musical interpretation of the day’s scripture.
28. Q: What is a madrigal comedy?
A: A series of madrigals arranged to tell a story, precursor to opera.
29. Q: What is the term for solo song with accompaniment in early opera?
A: Monody.
30. Q: Which country originated opera?
A: Italy.
31. Q: What was the first major opera?
A: L'Orfeo by Claudio Monteverdi.
32. Q: What is the Florentine Camerata?
A: A group of humanists who sought to revive ancient Greek drama and created early opera.
33. Q: What type of sacred music did Vivaldi compose in addition to concertos?
A: Motets and oratorios.
34. Q: What was the purpose of Handel’s English oratorios?
A: Sacred entertainment, often performed during Lent.
35. Q: What role did music play in Baroque religious life?
A: It was central to worship and church services.
36. Q: What new instrument family gained importance during the Baroque period?
A: The violin family.
37. Q: What keyboard instruments were common in the Baroque period?
A: Harpsichord, clavichord, and organ.
38. Q: What is a viola da gamba?
A: A fretted, bowed string instrument used before the dominance of the cello.
39. Q: What is a theorbo?
A: A large lute with extended bass strings used in basso continuo.
40. Q: What is a sackbut?
A: A Renaissance/early Baroque trombone.
41. Q: What is the role of the continuo group?
A: Provide harmonic and rhythmic foundation in ensemble music.
42. Q: What is the difference between a harpsichord and a piano?
A: A harpsichord plucks strings; a piano strikes them with hammers.
43. Q: What wind instruments were common in Baroque music?
A: Recorder, oboe, bassoon, and natural trumpet.
44. Q: What is a cornett?
A: A wind instrument with a cup-shaped mouthpiece, popular in early Baroque music.
45. Q: What replaced the viol in many ensembles?
A: The cello.
11. Q: What is a fugue?
A: A contrapuntal composition where a theme is introduced and then developed through interweaving voices.


12. Q: What is an oratorio?
A: A large-scale musical work for orchestra and voices, typically a sacred narrative performed without staging.


13. Q: What is an opera?
A: A staged dramatic work set to music, combining singing, acting, and instrumental accompaniment.


14. Q: What is a concerto grosso?
A: A composition featuring a group of soloists contrasted with a full ensemble.


15. Q: What is a suite?
A: A set of instrumental dances, usually in the same key, performed as a group.


16. Q: What is a cantata?
A: A vocal composition with instrumental accompaniment, often based on a liturgical or sacred theme.


17. Q: What is a toccata?
A: A virtuosic piece for keyboard that showcases the performer’s technique.


18. Q: What is a passacaglia?
A: A set of variations over a repeated bass line or harmonic progression.


19. Q: What is a ritornello?
A: A recurring passage in Baroque music, especially in concertos.


20. Q: What is da capo aria form?
A: An aria with an ABA structure, where the first section is repeated after a contrasting middle section.



















